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Welcome  
 
Orienteering New Zealand (ONZ) and Orienteering Bay of Plenty (OBOP) are delighted to be part of AIMS 
Games for a third year. Orienteering is a sport combining navigational skills with fitness. It builds critical 
thinking, resilience, confidence, adventure and appreciation for our outdoor environment. It's a sport with 
local fun club events right through to national and world championships.  
 
Every event is different and it's a great way to explore unfamiliar areas, or even familiar areas in a different 
way. This year's courses will be held at a new map of the Tauranga Racecourse Reserve (sprint event) and 
McLaren Falls Park (team rogaine event). 
 
We welcome all competitors and their supporters and hope you enjoy the opportunity to experience the fun 
and challenge of a major orienteering event.  
 
 
Sarah O’Sullivan     Erin Swanson  
ONZ Chair      OBOP President 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Overall Event Schedule and Map Locations 
 

DATE EVENT LOCATION 

Monday 7th September Sprint Tauranga Racecourse Reserve, Greerton 

Tuesday 8th September Rogaine McLaren Falls Park, Lower Kaimai 

Wednesday 9th September Contingency Day  

 

Sprint  
 

Rogaine  
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General Event Information 
 
This bulletin provides initial information on the Zespri AIMS Games orienteering, and will be supplemented 
by more detailed information in Bulletin 2 in late August. 
 
 
Event Contact 
For all entry enquiries prior to the event, please contact Zespri AIMS Games games directly; 
info@nzaimsgames.co.nz. In Bulletin 2, we will advise where to direct enquiries during the event. 
 
Please direct all orienteering enquiries prior to the event to the Zespri AIMS Games Orienteering Code 

Coordinator; aimsorienteering@gmail.com.   
 
Any changes before the event will be updated on the Zespri AIMS Games website and will be communicated 
to all School contacts. Any changes during the event will be announced on the day in the Event Centre, they 
will also be displayed at the event registration.  
 
 
Event Centre 
Each event will have an Event Centre which will incorporate registration, toilets, first aid, finish and results. 
The competition area adjacent to the Event Centre is out of bounds for all competitors and supporters until 
course closure or the final competitor finishes.  
 
There is shelter available at the sprint, however there is minimal cover available at the rogaine event. Schools 
can provide their own tents for shelter but must follow any directions for drop off locations provided in the 
final event bulletin.   
 
 
Team Managers 
Thank you to all the team managers and everybody else involved in the organisation of all the student 
participants for your efforts, commitment, and support. As a team manager, you have the big job of being 
responsible for the well-being of all competitors under your care. 
 
It is the responsibility of the team manager to make sure all competitors are aware of the information 
contained on the Zespri AIMS Games website and all event bulletins. It gives information on how to get to 
the venues, important information about starting and finishing procedures and combined with the start time 
lists, when to be there. Each student should be at the competition venue at least 45 minutes before their start 
time. The team manager is responsible for the transport of all the team’s competitors to and from each 
venue. 
  
 
Registration Packs 
Registration packs for schools will be available at registration in the Event Centre. In principle, the registration 
packs will be issued to team managers only.  
 
There will be a separate race pack to collect for each event (Sprint and Rogaine). This will include all pre-
allocated SPORTident cards. The race pack will not include a printed copy of this Bulletin or Start Lists. We 
suggest that the team manager has a downloaded version of the Bulletin and/or Start Lists on a device and/or 
has a printed version or both, so all information is readily available independent of your location. 
 
 
Prizegiving 
A prizegiving will be held for the presentation of medals after course closure and once all results are finalised.  

mailto:info@nzaimsgames.co.nz
mailto:aimsorienteering@gmail.com
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Media 
During the Zespri AIMS Games orienteering events, photos and moving images may be taken of competitors 
out on the course. Only official Zespri AIMS Games 2026 media are allowed within the competition area to 
take photos.  
 
Waste 
The Zespri AIMS Games Trust is committed to minimising waste and increasing public awareness for 
recycling and diverting waste from landfill. All Zespri AIMS Games orienteering events will have bins provided 
for landfill (red), recycling (yellow) and compost (green).  
 
Please bring your own reusable water bottle(s) to the event each day.  
 
Public Races 
There are no official public races available.  
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Health and Safety 
 

Personal Responsibility and Safety 
It is each participant’s responsibility to read all bulletins and event notices concerning hazards, risks, and 
recommendations to stay safe. Competitors should always use common sense to ensure their own and 
others safety. Any specific hazards will be displayed at the Event Centre and relayed to competitors before 
starting. 
 
Comprehensive Health and Safety plans are kept at Registration in the Event Centres and will be available for 
download from the Zespri AIMS Games website AIMS Games - Orienteering RAMS .  
 
Competitors are expected to render assistance on their course to anyone who is injured and requires physical 
assistance. Please render assistance as needed, and make event officials aware of the issue, so they can 
organise the appropriate response.  
 
To avoid initiating unnecessary searches after the event, competitors must punch the Finish SPORTident 
control and hand in their SPORTident card, even if they do not complete their course.  
 
Open fires, smoking or vaping is prohibited in all competition areas. Alcohol is prohibited. 
 
 
First Aid 
Schools are encouraged to bring their own first aid kits to tend to minor injuries such as cuts and grazes. A 
first aider or medic will be at each event and should you require first aid during an event, please go to 
registration for assistance. 
 
 

https://www.nzaimsgames.co.nz/asset/downloadasset?id=f434ecb8-337c-489a-a08e-530687c64ab8
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Technical Information 
 
Rules 
The event will be run under the NZ Foot Orienteering Rules as published by Orienteering NZ on its website 
(Orienteering NZ Rules). For any specific rules for each event, please refer to the individual event details.   
 
Embargoed Areas 
Details and maps of the embargoed areas leading up to the competition are provided at the end of this 
bulletin. Any competitors entering the embargoed areas with an orienteering map or running timed practice 
legs prior to the event will be disqualified from competition. 
 
Previous Maps 
Older versions of the competition map, where available are provided at the end of this bulletin and on the 
OBOP AIMs website.  
 
The use of any map of the competition area by competitors or team officials on event day is prohibited until 
the last participant has started on the day.  
 
Fair Play 
All competitors shall behave with fairness and honesty. Attempts to gain any information related to the 
courses, beyond that provided by the organiser, is prohibited before and during the competition. It is 
forbidden to bring any previous maps along to the competition centres. A competitor who breaks any rule, or 
benefits from the breaking of any rule, may be disqualified.  
 
GPS Equipment 
Competitors shall not use or carry telecommunication equipment between entering the prestart area and 
reaching the finish of a race, unless the equipment has been approved by the Controller prior to the event. 
GPS-enabled devices (watches etc) may be carried if they have no map display and are not used for 
navigation purposes. 
 
Control Descriptions 
Control descriptions will be provided in English text form only, and will be printed on all competition maps. 
Loose copies of the control descriptions will be available in the start lanes as part of the start procedure for 
the Sprint only.  No loose descriptions will be provided for the rogaine. 
 
There will be NO tape or other equipment available to prepare control descriptions at the start; competitors 
should provide their own control-description holders or other means of carrying them if desired. 
 
Maps and Map Legends 
All competition event maps will be digitally printed on Teslin waterproof paper.  
 
Map legends will not be provided on the map. Competitors are encouraged to know and understand the 
common map symbols prior to the event. A downloadable version of the common symbols can be found 
here.  
Sprint orienteering maps  
Legend-ISSprOM-Common-Symbols.pdf (orienteering.org.nz) 
Non-Sprint (Rogaine) orienteering maps  
Legend-ISOM-Common-Symbols.pdf (orienteering.org.nz) 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.orienteering.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/ONZ-Rules-May-2024.pdf
https://www.orienteering.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Legend-ISSprOM-Common-Symbols.pdf
https://www.orienteering.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Legend-ISOM-Common-Symbols.pdf


 

  

7 

Electronic Timing System 
During Zespri AIMS Games 2026 the SPORTident (SI) punching system will be used in both events. All 
individual Sprint competitors and each Rogaine team will be pre allocated a SI card (dibber).  
 
Contactless (SIAC) will NOT be enabled, all competitors will need to physically punch the SI card at each 
control. Lost SI cards will incur a $120 fee; please ensure they are securely fastened to each competitor using 
the provided elastics. 
 
All SI cards are to be returned to the finish after completion of their race.  
. 
 
Controls 
Each control will be equipped with 

• One electronic punching station (SI Unit). Some high traffic controls may have two SI units.  

• One back up needle punching device – only to be used if the SI unit fails (there is no beep and no 
flash). 

• A control flag. 

• A control code. It is the competitor’s responsibility to check they are at the correct control. 
 
A demonstration control may be viewed at the Sprint registration. 
 
At each control, insert the SI card into the control unit until the unit beeps and flashes. If an incorrect 
control is punched, ignore it, and continue to the correct control; the extra punch will be disregarded by the 
results software.  
 
If an SI unit does not function (there is no beep and no flash) then use the pin punch attached to the control 
stand and punch on your map in one of the spaces provided. If you have pin punched any controls on your 
map you must hand the map in before leaving the Finish area and explain what you have done.  
 
At the Finish line punch at one of the SI units. Your elapsed race time only stops when you punch one of 
these units. Competitors must punch one of these Finish units even if they do not complete their course. 
 
 

 
  

Example SI card ALL SI cards must be inserted 
into each control 

Example Orienteering Flag 
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Start Lists 
Start lists for all events will be published on the Zespri AIMS Games website and emailed to all team 
Managers at least a week before the event. To ensure fairness, a student’s start time in an event will be 
determined by the grade the student has entered. 
 
Copies of the start lists will be available at the Event Centre and start area, but will not be provided within 
registration packs. 
 
 
Start Procedure 
 
Sprint 
All competitors will be pre-allocated a start time.  
 
Each runner is responsible for following the correct marked route to the start area. The competition area is 
out of bounds until your start time. In the Start area, runners will pass through three consecutive starting 
pens, and remain one minute in each one. 
 
Report to the start when the clock shows your start time (this is set to three minutes before 
race time). 
 
●  -3 minutes: Officials will check SI card, name, and start time are correct. Officials will ensure each 

competitor punches the safety check box presented. 
●  -2 minutes: Control descriptions are available for runners to pick up (optional). The control 

descriptions are also printed on the map. 
●  -1 minute: Competitors wait beside the map box for their course. The five-second start-countdown 

will be indicated by a series of beeps. On the first (short) beep, competitors should pick up their maps 
and check it is for their course. On the long (final) beep, competitors start their run, following the 
marked route to the start triangle. All competitors must pass within 2m of the start triangle. 

 
As this event is a timed start event, there is no start punch. Runners will follow the marked route to the start 
point which is indicated by a control with a flag but without an SI punching unit in the terrain and a triangle 
on the competition map. 
 
Rogaine 
The rogaine will have a mass start for each year group with further details provided in the Final Bulletin.  
 
Late Start 
Competitors who arrive at the start late (after their time is indicated on the start-clock) must report to the 
late-start lane where an official will help them. Control descriptions and the competition map will be handed 
over by an official, and the competitor then starts the race when told to do so by punching a start box. The 
results of competitors who start late will be based on their original start time (with no time dispensation). 
Only if their lateness is the fault of the organiser will their actual race time be used (IOF Rule 22.10). 
 
Any runner who is late, whether through their own fault or otherwise, should not discuss this with the start 
officials. Instead, if the competitor believes the organiser is responsible, he/she should make a complaint 
after finishing the race at the Downloads Desk before leaving the Finish Area. 
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Finish Procedure 
All competitors must punch one of the finish controls at the finish line. Their elapsed race time only stops 
when one of these finish units is punched.  Competitors will then move to the download tent to download 
and receive their time split printout. All SI cards must be handed in at the finish line after downloading.  
 
Competitors must punch one of the finish units and download even if they do not complete their whole 
course. Runners who do not register at the finish line and download will be considered missing in the terrain, 
which may cause a search.   
 
Maps will be collected at the finish until the last starter has commenced their course. They will then be made 
available for collection. 
 
 
Results 
Unofficial live results will be available at the event. Official results will be posted on the Zespri AIMS Games 
website at the end of each day of competition. 
 
 
Complaints and Protests 
Complaints and protests will be handled in accordance with Orienteering NZ rules, 27, 28, 29 and 30 

(Orienteering NZ Rules). A complaint must be lodged in writing (by team coaches/managers only) to the 
Registration tent in the Event Centre within 30 minutes of the completion of the race in question. A complaint 
is adjudicated by the event Controller. The Controller will decide and notify the complainant as soon as 
possible of their decision. There is no fee for a complaint.  
 
If the complainant is not satisfied with the Controller’s decision, a protest may be lodged at the Registration 
tent. An online form will be available for this process.  The time frame for this is within the next 30 minutes. 
A protest fee of $100 will be charged. If the protest is upheld the fee will be refunded.  
 
The Event Controller will convene and liaise with an event jury of 3 experienced orienteers as soon as 
practical to resolve the dispute. Event controllers reserve the right to sanction unsportsmanlike conduct from 
coaches, parents, and supporters during the tournament.  
 
 
 

 

https://www.orienteering.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/ONZ-Rules-May-2024.pdf
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Zespri AIMS Games 2026 Sprint  
 

Date    7th September 2026 
Map    Tauranga Racecourse Reserve (New map July 2026 by Russell Higham) 
Planner   Pete Swanson 
Controller   Scott McDonald 
Scale    1:4000 
Contour interval   2.5m 
Map description  Mix of open grassland with scattered trees and hedges along with areas of 

more formal gardens and buildings.  
Format Individual race with a 1-minute start interval for each division. 
Parking  Parking will be available at the Tauranga Racecourse Reserve. More details 

provided in the Final Bulletin. 
Start times Pre-allocated start times from 10.00am for all Zespri AIMS Games 

competitors. 
Estimated Winning Time 12-15min for all courses 
Prizegiving   Once results are finalised 
Registration   Open from 9.00am 
Catering Hot drinks and food will be available at the onsite café.   
Water    Available at Event Arena 
Dogs    NOT ALLOWED 
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Zespri AIMS Games 2026 Rogaine  
 
 

Date    8th September 2026 
Map    McLaren Falls 
Planner   Cara de Monchy 
Controller   Pim de Monchy 
Scale    1:5,000 
Contour interval  5m 
Map description Mixed Park terrain with areas of native bush and farmland with several roads 

and walking tracks throughout. 
Format Mass start, team 60-minute rogaine. 
 Controls will be allocated different point values (10, 20 or 30 points) to 

encourage strategy.   
Parking Allow 45min drive time from Central Tauranga. Please following orienteering 

signs and all parking marshall instructions. More details provided in the Final 
Bulletin. There is a 10min walk from the carpark to the event centre. 
Transport will be available for team gazebos if required.  

Briefing   9.45am for all competitors 
Start times Mass start from 10.00am, more details in Final Bulletin  
Course closure 60mins after start time 
Prizegiving Once results are finalised  
Registration   Opens from 8.30am 
Cellphone Coverage  Yes 
Catering   A coffee cart will be available. 
Water    Please provide own water supplies 
Dogs    Not allowed  
 
 
The rogaine is a team event. All team members must always stay together (within approximately 10m) and 
must cross the finish line together.  

School rogaine teams must be finalised at least 3 days prior to the rogaine event. A link will be provided in 
Bulletin 2 for schools to register their teams from available students.  

Composite teams (mixed school teams) are permitted but will be considered unofficial and will not be 
eligible for medals. Any students available to form a composite team will need to register their details via a 
link provided in Bulletin 2 or at the Sprint Registration tent. Please email aimsorienteering@gmail.com for 
more details.  
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Appendix 1: Previous Rogaine Map  
McLaren Falls
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Appendix 2: Embargo Details 
 
On behalf of Orienteering Bay of Plenty (hosts of the Zespri AIMs Games Orienteering 2026) we 
advise the following embargoes applying to competition areas. 
 
An embargo is a restriction, which prevents athletes accessing a competition area prior to the 
competition taking place. Anyone found breaking this embargo or intentionally trying to gain an 
unfair advantage will be disqualified from competing or coaching at the relevant event. 
 
Sprint – Monday 7th September 2026 
 
The area titled Tauranga Racecourse Reserve, outlined in pink on the map, and which is bounded by 
Marshall Avenue in the South, the golf course boundary to the North, Kopurererua Valley in the West 
and Cameron Road in the East, is embargoed with the following restrictions, with immediate effect: 

 

• Because the event takes place in public areas people may need to access for legitimate 
reasons other than orienteering, general access is permitted to the embargoed areas until 
5.00pm Sunday 6th September 2026. However, the use of maps, and route choice testing 
during the term of the embargo is not allowed at any time. 
 

• After 5.00pm Sunday 6th September 2026, access into the embargoed Sprint area is strictly 
forbidden for all competitors and associates, until the competition is over. 
 

• All competitors must use only the routes specified by the organisers to reach the Event 
Arena on the day of the competition (to be advised in the final bulletin). 
 

• Competitors are not allowed to re-enter the Sprint area after they have finished their race 
and before the last competitor has finished their race without the permission of the 
organiser. 
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Rogaine – Tuesday 8th September 2026 
 
The area titled McLaren Falls Park, outlined in pink in the map below, including the areas south of 
Cherry Bay/Marshalls Animal Park entrance is embargoed with the following restrictions, with 
immediate effect. 
 

• Because the event takes place in public areas people may need to access for legitimate 
reasons other than orienteering, access to the embargoed areas is permitted until 5.00pm 
Monday 7th September 2026. However, the use of maps, and route choice testing during the 
term of the embargo is not allowed at any time. 
 

• After 5.00pm Monday 7th September 2026, access into the embargoed Rogaine area is 
strictly forbidden for all competitors and associates, until the competition is over. 
 

• All competitors must use only the routes specified by the organisers to reach the Event 
Arena on the day of the competition (to be advised in the final bulletin). 
 

• Competitors are not allowed to re-enter the competition area after they have finished their 
race and before the last competitor has finished their race without the permission of the 
organise 
 
 


