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Version Control 

Northern Champs 2025 Bulletin 2 271025 v1 - published 2 November 2025. 

Bulletin and Event Updates 

This Bulletin is correct at the date of publication.  Any last minute updates will be 
posted on the Orienteering BOP website - www.obop.org.nz. 

Contact Details 

Please direct all enquiries to orienteeringbop@gmail.com. 

For urgent and important queries during the event you can contact the Event 
Coordinator, Erin Swanson, on 021 386 977. 

https://www.obop.org.nz/
mailto:orienteeringbop@gmail.com
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1. OVERVIEW & IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Event Overview 

Event Venue Address Date Starts (From) 

Sprint  Toi 
Ohomai 

Toi Ohomai Campus, 
1 Mokoioa Drive, 
Tihiotonga, Rotorua   

Saturday 8 
November 

9.30am 
(Registration open from 
8.30am) 

Middle  Ōkataina 

Ōkataina Outdoor 
Education Centre, 397 
Ōkataina Road, 
Rotorua  

Saturday 8 
November  2.30pm 

Social Get 
Together 

Pig & 
Whistle, 
Rotorua 

 Saturday 8 
November From 7pm 

Long  Opepe Opepe Farm Southern 
Block, SH5, Taupō 

Sunday 9 
November  10.00am 

Important Information 

• Opepe access – Please take extreme care when turning into Opepe if travelling 
from the Taupo side.  If you have following traffic, it is recommended you pull over 
at the Opepe Scenic Reserve (1,100m before entrance) and let any traffic pass 
before approaching the entrance and turning right into the farm.  Alternatively, you 
can drive past the entrance and pull over at a safe place on the straight section of 
road to the east of the farm entrance, before doing a u-turn and entering from the 
east.    

• Opepe weather conditions – Opepe is 750m above sea level and very exposed.  Be 
prepared for cold, wet and windy weather depending on the weather forecast. 

• Saturday timings – Please note the tight timings between Sprint and Middle events.  
You need to allow at least 40 minutes to get from the Toi Ohomai campus to Lake 
Ōkataina. 

• Middle chasing start times 

• Yellow and White courses: 2:30pm + your Sprint time.  Mass start for 
remaining competitors at 3pm.  

• Red and Orange courses: 3pm + your Sprint time.  Mass start for remaining 
competitors at 3:30pm.  

• Ōkataina Outdoor Education Centre – Please be considerate of the group which 
has booked these facilities for the weekend. 

• Contactless and manual punching – The Sprint and Middle events will use SI Air+ 
contactless punching.  The Long will require manual punching. 
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2. WELCOMES 

Orienteering Bay of Plenty and Taupō Orienteering Club 

 

Taupō Orienteering Club and Orienteering Bay of Plenty (OBOP) 
are delighted to welcome you to the Tūāraki North Regional 
Champs 2025 (Northern Champs 2025).  We hope you have a 
fabulous weekend of orienteering and make the most of your stay 
in the area. 

We would especially like to thank all the setters and controllers, 
as well as all the other volunteers for making these events 
happen.   

This weekend would not have been possible without the support 
of the Department of Conservation, Ngāti Tarāwhai Iwi Trust, Ngāti 
Rongomai Iwi Trust, Opepe Farm Trust, Te Waiariki Purea 
Charitable Trust, and other landowners and managers.   

Enjoy! 

 

Erin Swanson 
OBOP President & Event Director 

Lyndon Haugh 
Taupo Orienteering Club President  
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3. SPRINT EVENT 

Date 8 November 2025 
Map Toi Ohomai  

Location & Directions Location: Toi Ohomai Campus, 1 Mokoioa Drive, 
Tihiotonga, Rotorua.   
Directions: Mokoia Drive is off Old Taupo Road, on the 
southern side of Rotorua.  Signage for the event will be in 
place from Old Taupo Road. 

GPS Coordinates Entrance to Parking area: 38°09'50.1"S 176°14'43.0"E 
 

Planner Oscar Burns 

Controller Pete Swanson  

Mapper Russell Higham 

Map Scales 1:4,000; 1:3,000; 1:2500 

Contour Interval 2.5 metres  

Timing Registration Opens 8.30am 

First Start 9.30am  

Course Closure 12pm  

Pre-Start & Warm Up Athletes can warm up next to the parking area, next to the 
driveway in, and south along Mokoia Drive.  
Under no circumstances can participants enter the main 
Campus or neighboring Tihiotonga Centennial Park, 
which are strictly out of bounds competition areas. 

Number of Starts 1 start 

Distance from Parking 
to Event Arena 200 metres 

Distance from Event 
Arena to Start 

50 metres 
 

Out of Bounds The main Toi Ohomai Campus, neighbouring Tihiotonga 
Centennial Park, and the park linking the campground to 
the Campus are all strictly out of bounds.  Additionally, 
the Marae, located in the south west corner of the 
Campus grounds, is also strictly out of bounds. 

Hazards There may be members of the public and students in the 
campus and Centennial Park areas.  
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All roads and driveways leading into and through the 
Campus and Centennial Park must be treated as public 
roads, and may have traffic on them.  
The Campus grounds and buildings have various hazards 
including stairs, blind corners, walls, fences, and other 
tripping hazards.   

Safety Bearing Non-applicable  

Toilets Between Event Centre and car park 

 

Event Centre Layout 

 
 

Terrain 
Campus buildings with extensive paved/ decking areas; neighbouring sports fields; and 
park containing areas of garden (some marked out of bounds – olive green), with tracks 
and bush cover. 
 
Specific Mapping Notes / Symbols 

There is a crossable fence between the Campus / Start 
area and neighbouring park. Competitors may cross this 
wherever they wish, however a stile has been positioned 
at a crossing point marked by the 710.0 purple Crossing 
Point symbol, to assist with crossing this feature.  

Courses 1-10 must navigate a maze, comprised of tapes 
marked on a playing field.  This is marked using the purple 
708 – Out of bounds symbol.  These tapes must not be 
crossed and should be treated as uncrossable 
boundaries.  
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There are some gates that are locked, and some which 
will be open. Locked gates are shown as a continuation of 
the fenceline, with the symbol 519 Crossing point 
(optional) overlaying this. 

 

Gates which are open use the same 519 symbol without 
the fence running through it. 

 

Courses also enter the neighbouring park and gardens. 
Garden beds marked as olive green on the map (symbol 
520 – Area that shall not be entered) must not be crossed 
or entered.  Whilst olive green cannot be entered, other 
forms of green found in the garden area can be crossed.  
However, be aware elsewhere on the map very dark green 
(symbol 411) is used in some places which along with 
olive green, is uncrossable. 

 

Some of the minor foot tracks in the Centennial Park gardens area can be difficult to see 
on the ground.  Where this is an issue we have highlighted entrances with orange 
flagging tape. 

We will have marshalls on course observing competitors, and anyone crossing or 
entering out of bounds areas may be disqualified.  

 
Important Course Information 
Courses 1 to 5 will have map flips. 
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Course & Class Information   

The estimated winning time for all courses is 12-15 minutes. 

Course 
Class 

Scale Map Size Length 
(km) Climb (m) Controls 

Men Women 

1 M20E, M21E  1:4,000 A4 3.6 30 24 

2a M16A, M18A, 
M20A, M21A W20E, W21E 1:4,000 A4 3.0 30 23 

2b M40A  1:3,000 A4 3.0 30 23 

3 M50A  1:3,000 A4 2.8 30 21 

4 M14A 
W16A, 
W18A, 

W20A, W21A 
1:4,000 A4 2.6 30 20 

5a  W14A 1:4,000 A4 2.2 25 17 

5b M60A W40A, W50A 1:3,000 A4 2.2 25 17 

6 M70A W60A 1:2,500 A4 1.8 20 13 

7 M80A W70A 1:2,500 A4 1.4 15 12 

8 M90A W80A, W90A 1:2,500 A4 1.1 10 10 

9 Open Recreation 1:2,500 A4 2.2 25 23 

10 
M12A W12A 

1:2,500 A4 2.0 20 20 
Open Easy 

11 
M10, M10N W10, W10N 

1:2,500 A4 1.4 15 20 
Open Very Easy 
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4. MIDDLE EVENT – CHASING START 

Date 8 November 2025 

Map Ōkataina  

Location & Directions Location: 397 Ōkataina Road, Rotorua 3074 . 
Directions: Head out of Rotorua towards Whakatane.  
After travelling 30 kilometres from Rotorua, along SH30, 
you will reach Ruato Bay. Turn right into the scenic 
reserve and drive another 10 minutes where you will 
reach the Ōkataina Outdoor Education Centre on right 
hand side. 
Note please be respectful and considerate of the 
buildings and the group which has booked the camp 
for the weekend. 

GPS Coordinates -38.08234057100048, 176.42102840606586  
https://maps.app.goo.gl/cGoF6fCvKXiNSGPX8  

Planner Dennis de Monchy 

Controller Neil Kerrison  

Mapper Russell Higham 2025 

Map Scales 1:5,000, 1:7,500, 1:10,000 (refer Course & Class 
Information below) 

Contour Interval 5 metres 

Timing Registration Opens 2pm 

Model Map 
Available From 

2pm 

Start Times 

Yellow and White 
courses: 2:30pm + your Sprint 
time.  Mass start for remaining 
competitors at 3pm.  

Red and Orange courses: 3pm + 
your Sprint time.  Mass start for 
remaining competitors at 3:30pm.  

Course Closure 5.30pm 

Pre-Start & Warm Up 1. Confirm start time with official. 
2. All competitors must use foot wash to prevent the 

spread of Myrtle Rust and African Club Moss. 
3. SPORTident clear and check. 
4. Line up in start order at least 10 minutes before start. 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/cGoF6fCvKXiNSGPX8


10 
 

Number of Starts 1 start 

Distance from Parking 
to Event Arena 

100 metres 
 

Distance from Event 
Arena(s) to Start(s) 

100 metres 

Out of Bounds Any forest or track into the forest other than the Model 
Map. 

Hazards Possum gin traps, wallaby pit traps, mountain bikers, 
ongaonga (stinging nettle). 
Myrtle Rust and African Club Moss  
The landowners and DOC who co-manage the reserve 
have alerted us to the presence of Myrtle Rust 
(https://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/pests-and-
threats/diseases/myrtle-rust/) and African Club 
moss  (https://www.boprc.govt.nz/environment/pests/pe
st-plants/ground-cover/african-club-moss/) in the area.  
A foot wash with diluted bleach must be used before 
your start and after your finish to ensure your shoes 
are clean.     
The known small area effected by Myrtle Rust will be 
marked as out of bounds on your map and taped.  No 
courses go near them.  
African Club Moss has been found on the tracks and 
around the camp site.   We do not want this 
spreading into the forest.   

Safety Bearing East to the road. 

Toilets Toilet block adjacent to parking area.  Please leave tidy. 

Event Centre Layout 
Parking is on the fields at the Ōkataina Outdoor Education Centre.  The start and event 
centre will be visible as you drive into the Education Centre. 
 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/pests-and-threats/diseases/myrtle-rust/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/pests-and-threats/diseases/myrtle-rust/
https://www.boprc.govt.nz/environment/pests/pest-plants/ground-cover/african-club-moss/
https://www.boprc.govt.nz/environment/pests/pest-plants/ground-cover/african-club-moss/
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Terrain 
Native bush, with walking tracks and pest control lines.  Very flat in places with some 
finger like spurs.  Large trees and large logs and large stumps scattered throughout the 
map.  

Supplejack and dense vegetation varies considerably throughout the map, as does 
visibility.  

 
Specific Mapping Notes / Symbols 

In the area used by the Red and Orange courses, the mapper has used an indistinct path 
symbol to show routes through the forest used for pest control (these are very very 
indistinct on the ground but are marked with pink tape and can often provide easier 
runnability when followed carefully.  They could easily be missed if running across them 
or even along them.  

Small features are not mapped, only significant features.  The Red and Orange courses 
area is abundant with large and small features.  Knolls, pits, depressions, logs, stumps 
and significant trees are only mapped in this area if they are large.  Smaller features are 
not mapped.  

Runnability varies significantly throughout the map and as such mapping of runnability 
is very generalised and should not be used for navigation other than to guide route 
choice.   Supplejack is scattered throughout.  Whilst an attempt has been made to map 
the worst areas as fight, a competitor could get into a fight with supplejack at any point 
if they don’t look ahead where they are running.   

Generally mapping is in alignment with International Symbols for Orienteering Maps 
(ISOM) with the following exceptions and specific applications.  
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• Logs have been mapped using a non-standard symbol: a length of thin dark green 
with a white border orientated to the direction of the lying log.  

 
 

• Distinct Trees have been mapped as green circles as per ISOM “418 Prominent 
bush or tree”. 

 

 

• Stumps have been mapped using a special symbol - a dark green cross which is 
ISOM “419 Prominent vegetation feature”. 

 

 

• Root stocks have been mapped using a brown triangle which is ISOM “115 
Prominent landform feature”. 
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Control Descriptions  

The following control descriptions have been used. 
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Course & Class Information     

Course 
Class 

Scale Map 
Size 

Length 
(km) 

Climb 
(m) Controls EWT 

(mins) Men Women 

1 M21E, M20E  1:10,000 A4 4.1 75 20 35 

2a M21A W21E, W20E 1:10,000 A4 3.3 90 17 35 

2b M40A  1:7,500 A4 3.3 90 17 30 

3a M18A, M20A  1:10,000 A4 2.8 50 16 30 

3b M50A  1:7,500 A4 2.8 50 16 30 

4  W21A, W40A 1:10,000 A4 2.5 55 14 30 

5a M16A W18A, W20A, 1:10,000 A4 2.3 25 12 25 

5b  W50A 1:7,500 A4 2.3 25 12 30 

6a  W16A 1:10,000 A4 2.0 30 13 25 

6b M60A  1:5,000 A4 2.0 30 13 25 

7 M70A, M21AS W60A 1:5,000 A4 1.4 25 8 20 

8 M80A, M40AS 
W70A, 

W21AS, 
W40AS 

1:5,000 A4 0.9 30 7 20 

9 M90A W80A, W90A 1:5,000 A4 0.8 30 6 20 

10 
M14A W14A 

1:7,500 A4 1.8 45 11 20 
Open Recreation 

11 
M12A W12A 

1:5,000 A4 1.8 45 10 20 
Median Open Easy 

12 
M10A, M10N W10A, W10N 

1:5,000 A4 1.9 35 15 20 
Median Open Very Easy 
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5. LONG EVENT 

Date 9 November 2025 

Map Opepe 

Location & Directions Location: Opepe Farm, Southern Block. 
Directions: IMPORTANT – PLEASE READ SAFETY 
INFORMATION ON TRAFFIC ACCESS BELOW. 

From Taupo, take the Napier-Taupo Highway (SH5) east 
from the intersection roundabout of SH1 and SH5.  Drive 
past the Opepe Scenic Reserve (12.1km), another 1.1 km 
east to the event entrance, which is on the right hand 
(south) side of SH5 (13.2km).  

From Napier, take the Napier-Taupo Highway. The event 
entrance is 113km from the junction of SH2 and SH5, 4km 
west of where High Level Road crosses SH5, on the 
lefthand side. 

The Event Centre, and parking, is a 400m drive on a gravel 
farm road from the entrance, suitable for 2WD.  
There are toilets at the Event Centre.  No dogs permitted. 

GPS Coordinates Entrance to Parking area: S38.774746  E176.225522 

Planner Brendan Haigh 

Controller Chris Morris  

Mapper Russell Higham 

Map Scales 1:5,000, 1:7,500, 1:10,000 (refer Course & Class 
Information below) 

Contour Interval 5 metres 

Timing Registration Opens 9.00am 

First Start 10.00am 

Course Closure 3.00pm 

Pre-Start & Warm Up Event Centre  

Number of Starts 1 

Distance from Parking 
to Event Arena 

100m 

Distance from Event 
Arena to Start(s) 

500 m, allow 5 minutes 

Out of Bounds The farm surrounding the Event Centre is out of bounds 
except for competitors. Out of bounds will be clearly 
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marked. There is one spectator control (long courses 
only) which will be visible from the parking area. 
No dogs permitted at the event. 

Hazards Traffic access 

Note that vehicle access to the long event at Opepe on 
Sunday is from SH5, a busy road between Taupo and the 
Hawkes Bay, on a slight corner.  It is very important all 
drivers take care entering and leaving the farm 
entrance from SH5. 

There is no dedicated turning bay in the centre of the road 
and the road shoulder is not wide enough to pull left when 
coming from Taupo (there are pull off options from the 
Napier side). 

When coming from the Taupo side, if you have following 
traffic, it is recommended you pull over at the Opepe 
Scenic Reserve (1,100m before entrance) and let any 
traffic pass before approaching the entrance and turning 
right into the farm.  Alternatively, you can drive past the 
entrance and pull over at a safe place on the straight 
section of road to the east of the farm entrance, before 
doing a u-turn and entering from the east. 

There will be 400m signs west and east of the farm access 
point, the normal orange/white signs adjacent, as well as 
an orienteering teardrop flag at the access gate. 

Other hazards 

There are many small cliffs and earth banks, pits (tomo), 
gorse, blackberry, bush lawyer, branches and sticks at 
eye level, tree roots. There may be some farm animals. 

Electric fences will be off.  Climb fences at strainer posts 
where possible. 
Weather 
Opepe is 750m above sea level and very exposed.  Be 
prepared for cold, wet and windy weather depending on 
the weather forecast. 

Safety Bearing East to the airstrip and access road. 

Toilets Event Centre. 
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Event Centre Layout 

 

Terrain 
Most of the map is rolling hill pumice country farmland, into which a series of intricate, 
steep sided gullies have formed a complex drainage pattern of negative features.  There 
is a very large gully trending NW through centre of map that all courses cross.  Almost all 
the gullies are dry and firm underfoot unless there has been recent heavy rain.  There 
are numerous stock paths that traverse the steeper gully flanks, allowing passage.  
Some of the gullies are forested which stock graze underneath.  In the south-west 
section of the map there is a fenced off conservation block of regenerating native bush 
with complex vegetation in it.  The longer courses traverse this. 

Specific Mapping Notes/Symbols 
The map was created using the standard sized IOF symbols with just the NZ additions of 
water troughs and water tanks.  Many earth banks of the smaller / narrower gully flanks 
are shown as thin black lines (minimum cliffs without tags) because of space 
limitations.  In the forested and bush areas, the vegetation is generalised.  There are 
parts where the area symbols for open land with scattered trees or the open land with 
scattered bushes are used.  Small patches of blackberry or bush lawyer are not mapped 
if they are easily avoided.  

Other Information 

• SPORTident Air - Contactless punching (Sportident Air) will not be operating for 
the Long event. 

• Photographs – Photographs of competitors may be taken for general club 
publicity purposes. 

• Map collection – Maps will not be collected at the finish.  Early finishers please do 
not share your maps with other competitors yet to start. 
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Course & Class Information    

Course 
Class 

Scale Map 
Size 

Fence 
Map?* 

Length 
(km) 

Climb 
(m) 

Controls 
EWT 

(mins) Men Women 

1 M21E  1:10,000 A3 No 15.7 690 26 100 
2 M20E  1:10,000 A3 No 12.9 545 22 85 
3  W21E 1:10,000 A3 No 10.6 475 19 85 

4 
M18A, M20A, 

M21A W20E 1:10,000 
A3 No 7.8 290 14 60 

M40A  1:7,500 

5 
M16A  1:10,000 

A3 No 7.1 240 15 60 
M50A W40A 1:7,500 

6A M21AS, M60A W50A 1:7,500 A3 No 5.7 280 13 60 

6B  
W16A, W18A, 
W20A, W21A 1:10,000 A3 No 5.7 280 13 60 

7 M70A W60A 1:5,000 A3 Yes 4.8 170 13 50 

8 
M80A W70A 1:5,000 A3 Yes 

3.0 135 10 45 
M40AS 

W21AS, 
W40AS 

1:7,500 A4 No 

9 M90A W80A,W90A 1:5,000 A4 Yes 1.5 75 7 45 
10 M14A  1:7,500 A3 Yes 4.9 215 11 45 

11 
 W14A 

1:7,500 A4 Yes 3.6 135 9 45 
Open Recreation 

12 
M12A W12A 

1:7,500 A4 Yes 3.2 165 10 35 
Median Open Easy 

13 M10, M10N W10, W10N 
1:5,000 A4 Yes 2.2 105 10 35 

Median  Open Very Easy 

 
* Note indicates farm fences (and fence features like yards) are not shown on the map, apart from boundary fences. 
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6. COMPETITION INFORMATION 

Rules 

The events will be run under the latest version of the Orienteering New Zealand (ONZ) 
‘Competition Rules for New Zealand Foot Orienteering Events’.   The Sprint and Long 
events have A-Level status. 

As per IOF Foot O rule 21.4, competitors shall not use or carry telecommunication 
equipment between entering the prestart area and reaching the finish of a race, unless 
the equipment has been approved by the Controller prior to the event. GPS-enabled 
devices (watches etc.) may be carried provided that they have no map display and are 
not used for navigation purposes. 

Fair Play 

All competitors must behave with fairness and honesty.  Attempts to gain any 
information related to the courses, beyond that provided by the organiser, is prohibited 
before and during the competition.  A competitor who breaks any rule, or benefits from 
the breaking of any rule, may be disqualified. 

Specifically for the Sprint event, please familiarize yourself with the symbols for 
“uncrossable” features, to ensure these are not crossed with the risk of disqualification. 

Competitor Affiliations 

Entries to the Northern Champs 2025 must be from persons affiliated to Orienteering 
New Zealand (ONZ) or an International Orienteering Federation (IOF) member 
organisation, or who pay a one-event participation fee.   

Embargoes 

All the areas used for the Northern Champs 2025 are embargoed, which means there 
are strict restrictions which all competitors must comply with around access to the 
competition areas. Refer to the Embargo Notice on the Orienteering NZ website.  

Entries, Withdrawals & Refunds 

Entries for the Northern Champs 2025 closed on 28th November 2025.  No on-the-day 
entries will be accepted.  For information on withdrawals, refunds and changes refer to 
event page on OBOP website.   

Timing System 

All events will use the SPORTident (SI) electronic punching system.  SPORTident cards 
(SI cards or dibbers) will be used for recording your punches.   

SI Air+ controls will be enabled at the Sprint and Middle events.  If you have a 
SPORTident Active Card (SIAC) you will be able to use SI Air+ contactless punching.  

The Long event will require manual punching.   

For all three events, non-SI Air+ cards can be used if they are manually punched in the 
control box.   

It is the competitor’s responsibility to check their SIAC battery.  There will be a box 
available to do this at registration.   

https://www.orienteering.org.nz/resources/rules/
https://www.orienteering.org.nz/news/embargo-notice-2025-tuaraki-regional-champs/
https://www.obop.org.nz/t363257raki-north-regional-champs.html
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Your SI card has a number that is specifically related to you as a competitor.  Your SI 
card must not be used by anyone else at the event.  If you have hired an SIAC please 
collect from registration before your first event.  If you lose your SIAC you will be asked 
to pay a $120 replacement charge. 

Note If your SIAC stops working in Air mode (no beep or flash), it can still be used like a 
regular SI card to punch each station.  If a SI unit does not function (there is no beep and 
no flash) then use the pin punch attached to the control stand and punch on your map 
in one of the spaces provided.  If you have pin punched any controls on your map you 
must hand the map in at the Finish and explain what you have done. 

Start Lists 

Start lists will be published on the event page on the OBOP website on or around 3rd 
November 2025. 

Start Procedure 

Sprint and Long events 

• Please allow sufficient time to get to your start and be there 10 minutes before your 
start time.   

• We will be operating a ‘silent start’.  Any additional information not already 
communicated will be displayed at the start, with special briefings given to young 
children who may not be able to read the instructions. 

• Competitors will be called up 4 minutes before their start and will move through 
four boxes before their start time.   

Pre-Start -4 mins -3 mins -2 mins -1 min -0 min 
Clear & 
Check 
 

Competitor 
Sign In 
SI Number 
Inspection 

Check 
Air Test 

Collect 
Control 
Descriptions 

Collect Map Start – GO! 

Middle event – chasing start 

• Your start time is determined by your time in the Sprint. If you did not compete or 
your time was greater than 30 minutes you will start in the Mass start. 

• Yellow and White courses: 2:30pm + your Sprint time.  Mass start for 
remaining competitors at 3pm.  

• Red and Orange courses: 3pm + your Sprint time.  Mass start for remaining 
competitors at 3:30pm.  

• Competitors will collect their map immediately after their start time and they have 
crossed the start line. 

Pre-Start >-10 mins <-5 mins <-5 mins -0 min >-0 min 
Confirm Start 
Time 
Foot Wash 
Clear & 
Check 

Line Up in 
Start Order 

Check 
Air Test 

Collect 
Control 
Descriptions 

Start – GO! Collect Map 

https://www.obop.org.nz/t363257raki-north-regional-champs.html


21 
 

Late Starters 

Competitors who arrive at the start late must report to the relevant start manager, who 
will manage the competitor’s start and record the start time.  The competitor will start 
when told to do so using a punch start. 

Your start time will run from your original start time.  If you consider that you have a valid 
reason for being late, inform the event officials when you download after finishing your 
course.  It will be at the Controller’s discretion as to whether they adjust your start time 
to your punch start time.      

Map Paper 

All event maps will be printed on Teslin waterproof paper, 115 gsm. 

Controls 

Each control will be equipped with: 

• One electronic punching station (SI unit).  Some high traffic controls may have 
two SI units. 

• One back up needle punching device – only to be used if the SI unit fails. 

• A control flag. 

• A control code.  It is the competitor’s responsibility to check that they are at the 
correct control. 

Finish and Download 

All competitors must punch the finish control and report to the download tent on the 
completion of their course.  You must punch the finish control and punch the download 
control at the download tent even if you do not complete your whole course. 

Maps will be collected after the Sprint event, but not after the Middle and Long events.  
Please do not show or discuss your map with anyone who is yet to start.  Sprint maps 
will be available for collection after the last competitor has started and at Ōkataina. 

Results Queries 

If a competitor has any queries about a control, their download or otherwise in relation 
to their results these can be raised at the queries desk at the download tent.  This will 
then be resolved with the Controller as soon as possible. 

Shadowing 

Only competitors in MW10N may be shadowed and they may start when their shadow is 
ready.  Shadows must already have run their course before they can shadow. 

Lost or Late Runners 

If you have concerns about the location of a competitor on the course, please report 
this to the Event Coordinator or an official at registration so that we can alert the 
Controller.  Do not initiate your own search. 

Complaints & Protests 

Complaints and protests will be handled in accordance with the ONZ rules 27, 28, 29 
and 30.  
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A complaint can be made about a infringement of the rules or organiser's directions.  A 
complaint is made in writing and handed to the Controller as soon as possible, but 
within 60 minutes of the affected competitor finishing.   A complaint is adjudicated by 
the Controller.   The Controller's decision on a complaint must be advised to the 
complainant, and displayed on the results board as soon as possible, within 60 minutes 
of the complaint having been received.   

If the complainant is not satisfied with the decision, a protest may be made against the 
Controller's decision.  

A protest must be made in writing to the Controller or a member of the jury within 30 
minutes of the Controller's decision about a complaint being advised to the 
complainant and displayed on the result board.  Protests received after this time limit 
may be considered at the discretion of the jury if there are valid exceptional 
circumstances, which must be explained in the protest.  The jury will consider the 
protest, and its decision will be final.  If the protest is upheld, this may result in that 
grade being invalidated.  If the protest is not upheld, the complainant may lose their fee 
for lodging the protest (equivalent to the entry fee for the event).   

Jury members for the Northern Champs 2025 are: 

 Sprint Middle Long 

Convenor Jenny Adams 
(Peninsula and Plains 
Orienteering Club) 

Marquita Gelderman 
(North West 
Orienteering Club) 

Jeff Greenwood 
(Auckland 
Orienteering Club) 

Member 2 Nick Collins 
(Orienteering 
Taranaki) 

Carsten Jorgensen 
(Peninsula and Plains 
Orienteering Club) 

Rob Garden 
 (North West 
Orienteering Club) 

Member 3 Aiden Ellmers 
(Hawkes Bay  
Orienteering Club) 

Hugh Forlong-Ford 
(Hawkes Bay  
Orienteering Club) 

Rolf Boswell 
(Orienteering Waikato) 

Reserve 1 Guy Corey-Wright 
(Auckland  
Orienteering Club) 

Gene Beveridge 
(North West 
Orienteering Club) 

Geoff Mead 
 (North West 
Orienteering Club) 

Reserve 2 Graham Teahan  
(Red Kiwis  
Orienteering Club) 

Martin Crosby 
(Auckland 
Orienteering Club) 

Alistair Stewart 
(Auckland  
Orienteering Club) 

Previous Maps  

Previous maps for the event areas – Toi Ohomai and Opepe – can be found on the event 
page on the OBOP website. 

https://www.obop.org.nz/t363257raki-north-regional-champs.html
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7. GENERAL INFORMATION 

Parking  
Park in accordance with the instructions for each event.   

Registration  
The only competitors who need to visit registration when they arrive at their first event 
are those that are hiring SPORTident Air Cards (SIACs). 

Results 
Results will be displayed on screens at the Event Centre and will be uploaded to the 
event page on the OBOP website as soon as possible after the event. 

Note championship events are: Sprint, Chasing Start (Sprint + Middle combined), and 
Long. 

Social Event  

We have reserved some space at the Pig & Whistle Pub, Rotorua from 7pm on the 
Saturday evening.  This historic pub is located at 1182 Tutanekai Street, Rotorua with a 
wide range of craft beers and ciders and great pub food.  Highly recommended for a 
drink, dinner and to socialize with fellow orienteers! 

We will not be having any formal prizegivings due to the condensed nature of events of 
the weekend.  Anyone who would like to receive an electronic certificate, which they 
can then complete, contact orienteeringbop@gmail.com. 

Water 
Water containers will be available at the Event Centres, but not cups.  Note there are 
two water stations on the Long event where containers and cups will be provided. 

Food & Drink 
There will be no food or coffee for sale at any of the events. 

No Rubbish, Dogs & Smoking 
No dogs are permitted at any of the events.  Similarly smoking, vaping, and fires are not 
permitted at any of the events.  Please take all your rubbish with you. 

Health & Safety & Medical Assistance 

Please make sure you are aware of the hazards and emergency procedures included in 
the Health and Safety Notices displayed at registration for each event.  Please be 
conscious of other forest users and members of the public. 

In the case of a major accident or emergency, please immediately dial 111.  Please 
inform the event controller as soon as possible.  For other medical events: 

• All events minor injuries – Minor injuries can be treated with the first aid kit at 
registration and there will be a person with medical training nominated to assist 
with minor injuries if required.  Please contact the Event Coordinator or 
controller if assistance required. 

• Sprint and Middle events - serious injuries – Depending on the seriousness of 
the injury: 

https://www.obop.org.nz/t363257raki-north-regional-champs.html
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o Rotorua Hospital Emergency Department- Corner Arawa Street and 
Pukeroa Street, Rotorua. 

o Lakes Prime Care - 165 Tutanekai Street, Rotorua. 

• Long event - serious injuries - In the case of more serious injuries please use 
the Taupō Hospital Emergency Department (corner of Kotare and Liston Streets).   
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